
 Dutchtown Elementary School Newsletter April 2015 

Letter from the Principal… 

Paw Prints 

“”We Are A Family of Learners” 

Dutchtown Elementary 
School 
159 Mitchell Rd. 
Hampton, GA 30228 

Phone: (770) 471-0844 
Fax: (770) 471-8066 

 

Dr. Winnie Johnson 
Principal 

Dr. Sheila Korvayan 
Assistant Principal 

Greetings Bulldog Pup Family! 

Well, we’ve made it to April!!  So much happens as we approach this month and we 
look forward to the culminating activities for the school year!  As you are aware, this 
will include the much anticipated Spring Break that will occur the week of April 6th 
through 10th.  It is my hope that you and your family will take advantage of this time 
to reconnect and maybe enjoy a trip or other outings that are difficult to do while 
school is in session.   I encourage all of you to continue reading during this time to 
remain sharp and ready for the next big April Event…you guessed it…The GA 
Milestones Assessment.  Whew! We’ve been working so hard to prepare for this event 
and I feel confident that our students are up for the task.  We had a great turn out for 
our GA Milestones Test Preparation on the 19th and parents asked really great 
questions that we all benefitted from.  Thanks to Ms. Hackney, our Counselor for 
conducting this session!  Of course, you are also free to reach out to your child’s 
teacher if you have any remaining questions on how to help your child prepare for this 
major assessment.   

On this night, we also held our first Student Led Conferences!  This was an awesome 
event and our students were well prepared on how to talk to you about their progress, 
areas that they are still working hard to improve, and letting you know how you can 
help them meet their goals at home.  Thank you for your participation in this activity.  
The feedback that we received indicated that our parents saw this as a valuable tool as 
we continue to empower our students to take charge of their own education.  Look for 
more of this as we proceed into the next school year. 

Finally, I encourage all of you to continue using our Ziggedy app to complete your 
online shopping.  You should have received a flyer about this program.  It is also on 
our website.  Remember, this costs you nothing to use and you are helping to raise 
money for your child’s school.  Similarly, please support our Partners in Education.  
They are supporting our school in many ways and they appreciate seeing you in their 
establishments.  Happy Easter! 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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Counselor’s Corner  

Darlene M. Hackney, Counselor 
dhackney@henry.k12.ga.us  

     
 

 

 

 

 

 
April Student of the Month Character Trait is Confidence.  Take a look at the smiling 
faces as we recognize their accomplishment each month.  Students, you are 
AWESOME!!!! 

Georgia Milestone Testing information can be found on the DES home 
page.  Please review the information and discuss the highlights with 
your child prior to the testing dates.  Feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions.  

Fifth Grade Parents……. 
Approved proof of residency documents must be submitted to 
DES as part of your child’s middle school enrollment process.  
Once received, we will forward all information to DMS.  

Please complete and return all forms with the supporting documents to Ms. Hackney 
by Friday, April 3, 2015.     

 
We will continue with our safety program, Speak Up Be Safe (SUBS) 
with grades 3 & 5. Please check your child’s backpack for the 
information form. 

 

 

Don’t forget Spring Break is April 6-10 – No School!  

mailto:dhackney@henry.k12.ga.us
https://webmobilefusion.leadpages.net/local-seo/
https://www.facebook.com/HealthHutMcdonough?rf=343447635766103
http://www.hardingplumbingsupply.com/
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Media Center News 

Students participated in the School Media Festival and we 
had 7 projects that scored high enough to go on to the Henry 
County Media Festival.  Three projects are from Ms. Watkins 
class, 2 are from Ms. Bolling’s class and 2 are from Ms. 
Franzen’s class. Our school is hosting the Media Festival for 
the county on March 20, 2015.  Projects from all over the 
county will be judged by Media Specialist, Instuctional 

Technology Specialist and teachers from the county as well as some specials guests 
from the community.  If these projects score a 96 or above they will go onto the State 
Media Festival in May.  We wish them the best of luck! 

 

Information about how to get to the e-books are posted 
on our website at http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/
Page/59080 

 
Cartridge and Cell Phone Recycling 

Don’t forget to drop off your old cell phones and 
printer cartridges to our school.  We get free 
technology items from this program and we help the 
environment at the same time.  We are also looking 
for businesses that would like to help our school with 
this program.  Please contact Ms. Youmans at 770-
471-0844 if interested. 

Click here to see our goals: www.fundingfactory.com/goal/DES. 
 

 

Here is our wonderful WDES news team on our field trip today 

http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/59080
http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/59080
http://www.fundingfactory.com/goal/DES
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Save the date! 
Dutchtown Braves night is May 1st.  Ticket information 

will be coming home soon.  Money raised will go  

towards the AR program. 

Media Center News, continued... 
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Music News 

We are very proud of the fifth grade chorus students that were selected to participate in 
the Henry County Elementary Honor Chorus in March.  The chorus performed very 
well at the HC PAC and rehearsals during the evenings at Timber Ridge Elemen-
tary.  This was a memorable event that will leave a lasting impression on the 
students.  My DES and MCES students were able to meet each other and two of them 
became friends.  Enjoy the pictures! 
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PSYCH’ed OUT!  

Misty Scott Bert, Ed. S.                                                                                                     
Dutchtown Cluster School Psychologist 

Anger Management for Parents 
Dealing with our children’s anger can be one of the most daunting tasks of our parenting 
career.  In many cases, when our child displays behaviors or feelings that we deem as 
inappropriate, our first reaction is to fully engage in disciplinary strategies.  This may 
not always be the best solution.  I believe that, as parents, our job is to help our children 
develop into their own beings (which can be quite challenging), even when that may be 
contrary to how we want them to be.  We have to help them find their “voice” and give 
them the tools to make reasonably proper decisions.  We have to teach our children 
ways to regulate and manage their behavior and emotions.  What we often see is 
frustration, fear, disappointment, etc. expressed as “anger”.  Perhaps the child sees this 
as a way to get the attention they crave, or as a way to engage you in a so-called power 
struggle.  Either way, it is OUR response to this situation that will carry the most 
weight.  We have to let our children know that is perfectly normal to feel angry at times, 
it is only INAPPROPRIATE when we display this anger in maladaptive ways.  

A few strategies to effectively deal with your child’s anger  

 Do not try to manage your child’s emotions— Even though they are OUR children, 
they are not US.  They will have their OWN emotions and feelings that may 
completely differ from ours.  Honestly, what should we expect?  At this point, they 
have not experienced the same things or developed a sense of the world in the same 
way that we have.  We have to resist the urge to try to control their feelings, such as 
telling them “oh no, you shouldn’t feel that way.”  We have to embrace their 
individual feelings and allow THEM an opportunity to work through whatever they 
are feeling.  Sometimes they will ask for your help…and sometimes they won’t.   

 Try to control your impulse to react— I KNOW! I KNOW!  When our kids act up, 
we instantly start feeling annoyed as well.  As parents, we have to try to think in 
advance.  Next time you feel like you want to respond angrily in response to your 
child’s anger, just try to take a moment and relax first.  Try to think about the real 
reason YOU are feeling anger…and then think about if your response will add fuel 
to the fire, or extinguish it all together.  Often, we have the urge to yell back and tell 
them to straighten up (and sometimes they need to) for a variety of reasons 
(embarrassment, frustration, low tolerance, etc.).  But in these situations, I first 
encourage WAIT TIME to think about what you want to accomplish.  We must be 
purposeful in our parenting practices and model the behavior we want to see.  Even 
when he is pouting and sulking, try to resist the urge to get frustrated.  As long as 
this disposition does not outright interfere with what is going on, ignoring the 
behavior sends the message that: You may be mad, but I am not.  Even though we 
disagree about something, I love you anyway and will treat you accordingly. 
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PSYCH’ed OUT!, continued... 

 Try to see your child as objectively as possible—because they grow up so fast, it is 
easy to miss the milestone of when they change from “mommy’s little pooka” into 
an “individual”...one that is COMPLETELY separate from you.  As difficult as it 
is, we have to make that change.  When angry, we have to try to think about it from 
their point of view and try to understand some of the displayed behaviors (this does 
not mean AGREE or ACCEPT).  If the purpose of the anger is for attention, then 
recognize it as that.  Don’t take it personally and don’t take it as a personal 
reflection of your abilities as a parent.  One thing I do know is that “we definitely 
shouldn’t use parenting as a way to increase OUR self-esteemJ .”   A lot of times, I 
think kids know that parents have a tendency to tie their personal worth into the 
relationships they have with their children; and the child then plays on that (i.e. I 
am mad at you, so YOU must be a bad parent).  Again, we have to resist the urge 
to attribute our children’s behavior to “us” as individuals and as parents.  We have 
to allow our children to feel the way they feel.  Our responsibility is not to railroad 
them into “not feeling,” but rather to encourage them to display their feelings in an 
appropriate and productive manner. 

Nurse’s Notes 

Parents, please remember it is extremely important that students stay at home when 
they are sick. We are having a difficult time controlling the spread of illness due to 
students returning to school before they are well. It is Henry County Schools policy that 
children not return to school until they have been 24 hours without any fever, vomiting 
or diarrhea. That is 24 hours without the need for fever reducing medicine. Also, our 
kids feel better and perform better when they are well rested and have had a good 
breakfast. These are especially important with Spring sports getting underway and 
Georgia Milestones testing coming soon. 

 

 
Roofing  Residential  Commercial   

770-872-4696     www.excel-build.com 
 

155 Westridge Pkwy Suite 223;  
McDonough, GA 30253 

http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.excel-build.com
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Chinese Dual Immersion Program – (CDIP)  

The 2015 – 2016 Kindergarten application for the Chinese Dual Immersion Program 
(C-DIP) opens April 27 and will continue through May 8.  Enrolling students must 
have their application completed online AND complete the normal Kindergarten 
registration at Dutchtown Elementary.   

The CDIP program has been very fortunate to work with the GA DOE/World 
Languages and Global Initiatives department and the Confucius Institute.  Our goal is 
to always better our program through research, best practices and use of the Common 
Core curriculum.  Our program was observed this month and has once again received 
great reviews from these evaluators!  Way to go CDIP students and teachers! 
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Kindergarten News 

Dear Parents, 

We are reaching for the stars in kindergarten with all our learning.  In language arts, 

our students continue to show tremendous progress and how great they are able to 

communicate through writing.  We just finished our writing test on opinions.  We 

learned about blending sounds as well as nouns and verbs and will continue learning 

about the last of the holidays (Memorial Day and July 4th) for social studies. 

In math, we have been and will continue to learn about the concepts of addition and 

subtraction using many different strategies to solve the problems.  We have begun 

word problems as well.   

Science has been very interesting.  We have been learning about similar ities and 

differences with animals and their babies.  We have also begun learning about plants 

and what they need to grow as well as the parts of a plant.  Our field trip to Noah’s Ark 

was awesome and we observed animals and their many features we learned about as 

well as their habitats. 

Dr. Suess week was enjoyed immensely by the kindergarten classes.  We had a blast 

making oobleck and eating green eggs and ham. 

Lastly, we had a wonderful and fun-filled Easter egg hunt.  We incorporated some 
math while counting, adding, and subtracting with all the eggs the children found.  
Thank- you parents for the donations you sent in to help out with the hunt.  As always, 
we appreciate all that you do to foster your child’s love for learning.     

Sincerely,  

The Kindergarten Teachers 
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First Grade News  

English Language Arts 

Keep practicing sight words, reading nightly, and encouraging your child to take 
Accelerated Reader tests.  We are reading and discussing American folktale heroes 
such as John Henry, Annie Oakley, Davy Crockett and Paul Bunyan. We are using the 
writing process to share our thoughts through persuasive/opinion writing. We have 
also focused on shades of meaning and prefix and suffix in a word. 

Mathematics: Unit 5-Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

In math we are now focusing on operations and algebraic thinking. We are covering 
the following standards:  

 1.OA.1, 2: Represents & solves word problems involving addition & 
subtraction 

 1.OA.3: Understands/applies properties of operations as strategies to add/
subtract 

 1.OA.4: Understands the relationship between addition & subtraction 

 1.OA.5, 6: Uses strategies to add & subtract within 20 

 1.OA.7 - 8: Works with addition & subtraction equations (understanding 
the equal sign) 

Social Studies: Unit 3 There’s No Place Like Home 

In this unit students will learn about where they live: their continent, their nation, their 
state, their counties, their cities, and their addresses.  

Science 

We are learning about the basic needs of plants and animals. We will also be 
comparing appearance and characteristics of animals and how they move. 

http://www.ramtechpcs.com/
mailto:gsparrow@henrycounty.com
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Second Grade Update  
We are super excited about the new learning activities that we are springing into!  This 
fun season offers many opportunities for learning outside!  Second grade is ready to 
spring into our life cycle unit of ladybugs and how plants grow. The students will record 
daily observations of the stages of the ladybug’s life and gain an understanding of each 
stage of the life cycle. This is an exciting unit for the students as they make connections 
about the life of the ladybug and release them into nature!   Additionally, April is poetry 
month and we will be exploring poetry during our reading and writing units! This is a 
good time to start a writing journal and continue throughout the summer with all four 
types of writing (Narrative, Expository, Descriptive, Persuasive) writing.   

Students are continuing to work on the following skills:  

Math: Mental math and math facts 

Reading: Students should be reading and writing a shor t summary of the story to 
build reading and writing connections. April is a cool time to enjoy family shared 
reading time and share your favorite poems or discover new ones!   

ELA: Poetry unit!  Students will be exper iencing poetry and creating poems of 
their own!  Informative texts, R.A.C.E. 

Writing:  Creative writing / poetry, the Writing Process, Nar rative writing, about 
the text, author’s purpose, R.A.C.E. Reword, Answer, Cite, Explain  

Science: Life Cycles, Ladybugs –please use the link below to preview some fun facts 
about ladybugs! http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/bugs/ladybug/ 
 

A few reminders about helpful web resources for students and parents are included 
below—please be sure to check these out for more information and/ or instructional 
practice.  

Students:  

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/ 
 
www.firstinmath.com 

www.spellingcity.com  

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/bugs/ladybug/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.firstinmath.com
http://www.spellingcity.com
http://gymtech4kids.com/
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Second Grade News, continued... 
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Third Grade News  

~  Math:  We are finishing up our  fraction unit! Students have done very well with 
fractions. Please continue to work with them at home with equivalent fractions and 
fractions on a number line.  We have started talking about time, specifically elapsed 
time.  Work with your child on this by asking questions about his/her daily schedule 
and the time it takes between two events.   Please use First in Math to help your child 
with their math facts.  Each week the “Player of the Week” will be announced 
over the morning announcements! 

~  Social Studies:  We are going to continue studying American heroes.  On our  
list are: Cesar Chavez (workers’ rights), Thurgood Marshall (civil rights), and Lyndon 
B. Johnson (Great Society and voting rights).  We will begin laying the foundation for 
mini society where the students will learn economic concepts.   

~  Science:  We are ending our  unit on plant and animal habitats, along with 
pollution and the effects on our environment. Continue speaking with your children 
about how they can make a difference in conserving the resources on our planet. They 
are our future! 

Reminders: 

 Don’t forget to check your child’s agenda daily to stay updated homework, notes 

from the teacher and the progress of your child’s behavior. 
 Spring Break is April 6-10. 

 Georgia Milestones testing begins the week of April 13th.  

 

Upcoming important dates: 

April 6-10 – Spring Break 

Week of April 13- Week of April 27- Georgia Milestones Testing 

Progress Reports- April 27 
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Fourth Grade News  

And the winner is………… 

(Pictured above is Anastasia Robinson, she received the Young Georgia Authors 1st place winning 

certificate over 4th grade participants from Henry County) 

The entire 4th Grade team and students of DES  are so 

proud of Anastasia Robinson who represented Dutchtown 

Elementary School in the Young Georgia Authors (YGA) 

writing competition. The purpose of this competition is to 

encourage students to develop enthusiasm for the 

expertise in their writing, provide a context to celebrate their writing successes, 

and to recognize student achievement in arts and academics. She now moves 

on to the National competition, let’s cheer her on to success!         
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Fourth Grade News, continued... 

 Solar eclipse in fourth grade! 

That’s right! Science is alive and well in the 4th grade. As part of the 4th grade 
science curriculum they recently studied the solar system. The grade-level theme 
has been project based learning as we move toward personalized learning here at 
Dutchtown Elementary. Let’s just say this science unit was a BLAST!  

Student-led conferences were a great success! 

On Thursday, March 19th Dutchtown Elementary held their Student-led 
conferences. After the delicious hotdog and hamburger supper served up 
by the School Council and Chef Edmondson and Chef Lal. 

Parents were led into the cafeteria and given testing tips by our residence specialist 
counselor Ms. Darlene Hackney.   

 

Student’s enjoyed sharing their goals, interactive journals, writing 
samples, and portfolios to the parents.  

 

 

Parents we appreciate you  sharing this time with us.   
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Fourth Grade News, continued... 

Spring is here…… 

After a much needed Spring break the fourth grade 

team is prepared for the testing cycle of the new 

Georgia Milestone Assessments.  

Make sure each day your child is Rested, 

Nourished, Alert, and Ready!   

 

 

 

 

 

We need your help to insure they 

are at their optimal best each 

day. 
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Fourth Grade News, continued... 

 

Please continue to utilize the following resources……     

Georgia Milestones Informational Video  
Milestones Resources from the Georgia Department of  

Education 

  

Demonstration Georgia Milestones Assessments Online Testing: 

Use the link above to experience the Demonstration Georgia Milestones Assessment 
System Online Tests for English, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies. In addition, 
Accommodation Demonstration Assessments are available. The demonstration 

 
Curriculum Central/ Instructional Focus 

MATH: 4.MD.A.1./ 4.MD.A.2./4MD.A.3/4.MD.B.4. Measurement & 

Data Explain and solve problems involving measurement and 

conversion of measurements from a larger unit to a smaller unit.  4. 

G.A.1./ 4.G.A.2./4G.A.3. Geometry Draw and identify lines and angles, and 

classify shapes by properties of their lines and angles.  
 

SCIENCE: Forces & Motions: S4P3/ S4P4/ S4P5 Students will 

demonstrate the relationship between the application of a force and 

the resulting change in position and motion on an object. Students 

will identify simple machines using different size objects, observe 

how force affects speed and motion.  

 

 ELA:  ELACC4W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 

topic and convey ideas and information clearly. Identify Author’s 

purpose. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem. Identify the 

voice of the author used to tell a story. Explain how an author uses 

reasons and evidence. Reads leveled text Q on rubric with purpose 

and understanding. 

SOCIAL STUDIES: The New Nation SS4H3/SS4H4/SS4H4 The 

student will explain the Articles of Confederation, Constitution, Bill 

of Rights, Preamble and “We the People”, Federal System of 

Government, and First Amendment.  Personal Finance, students will 

understand decisions about spending and saving.  

As we prepare to say our good byes and end 2014/2015, the 4th Grade team 
remains available and at your service.  

Ms. Barron, Mr. Cowels, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Lal, Mr. Polk, Ms. Watkins 

“Ensuring the Success of Every Student” 

http://youtu.be/vgtvKTbBP8E
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://learnoas.ctb.com/GA/
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Social Studies:  
In Social Studies students have learned about the causes and world impacts of the Cold 
War. Students were engaged in learning about Communism and its influences on the 
world. All students participated in recreating the Berlin Wall. The Berlin Wall was 
both the physical division between West Berlin and East Germany from 1961 to 1989 
and the symbolic boundary between democracy and Communism during the Cold War. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English/Language Arts:  
We are completing our novel for Watsons Go to Birmingham!  We are also preparing for the 
Georgia Milestones End of Year Assessment.  Reviewing the Reading monthly calendar will 
help our students remember our important reading strategies.   

 Cause and Effect 

 Main Idea and Supporting Details 

 Figurative Language 

 Reading for important information 
 

Science: 
In Science students are learning about the different landforms with a focus 
on the four geologic regions of Georgia (Coastal Plain, Piedmont, Blue 
Ridge Mountains, & Valley and Ridge). Students will study destructive 
and constructive processes that are responsible for creating different 
landforms such as river deltas, sinkholes, and canyons. This unit will 
conclude with a focus on how landforms change over time.  
 

5th Grade News 

http://www.mommysclub.com/amymccoy
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Fifth Grade News, continued... 

Math: Measurement and Geometry 
In Math, students have completed the unit on volume. We are now working on 
graphing in the first quadrant and classifying polygons according to their properties.   
Students are also working hard to prepare for the upcoming Challenge 24 Competition! 
Challenge 24 is a math competition where students compete in using their mathematic 
operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to arrive at a final answer 
of 24 with a given set of numbers. Challenge 24 is fast paced, challenging and fun for 
all! We are reviewing all standards in order to prepare for the upcoming Milestones test 
and practicing test taking strategies as well as analyzing work samples to respond to 
open ended questions.         

 The End of the Year Activity fee ($95.00) is due by April 1st 

 Please continue to check your child’s agenda daily for important messages 
and updates 

 The next fieldtrip is scheduled for May 13th  

 Beta Club members will be selling shamrocks and shamrock pins for MDA 
(Muscular Dystrophy Association) during the weeks of March 9 – March 20th. 
Shamrocks will sell for $1 (green) and $5 (gold). Shamrock pins will be $5.                                                                                                                              


